
September 3, 1975 

Mr. Tho7Me B. willi66t6 
Office of Bolid Waste EfirnbPem6nt Programs 
U.S. Envir onmedxl Protrction Agency 
W&llhiatOU, D.C. 20460 

Dear Tom, 

I am grateful that, despite ay being such 8 bd corre6pondent, 
you have been able to kaep my name on thr ma%l%ug list for dirtribution 
of technical material out of OSWP. 

I believed I had a general but not 60 specific htere6t in thi6 
particular area; but with your own grscrter wilrdom you knew that 6ame 
other fOCU6 w0dd m6rge aad iad6ed it hs6f 

I h8ve been etarting to put in mm6 6ub6tmtiaI effort with WHO, 
and particulrrly with the Director, Dr. Matiler, trying to forarlmte 
better strategie6 for what might eirply be called tecbwlogy trunsfer 
for the health need6 of developing countrim. An axtrraely important 
isata in world rural health seems to be the hygienic dispoml of hrarn 
wastes, so I hme been looking into the scientific basis for s&me6 lllra 
caapo6ting, particularly when such w86t6o are used as manure fertilisera. 
As you know, the Chinese hew been spstamticslly promulgating 6uch 
techniques, many 8gricultural comunities being unable to afford to discrrd 
the fertiliter potential, but at th6 6me tiae facing very serious he8lth 
risks. 

This Issue, of cam6e, intersects quite critically with problem6 of 
sewage sludge disposrl in sanitary lend-f illa. I gather you have same 
f8irly sophisticated information r6trievaI systems in your Office and I 
would be really very grateful to you if you could put them to wrk to get 
out the most critical report6 bearing on the mechanisms of destruction of 
parasitic organism6 (bacteria, viru6es, and pararites) in th6 sew8ge 
treatment and composting process. I realire that 801198 of the projects intended 
to seek more efficient utilization of sludges will iuvolve heat treatment 
which is probably ecozzomicaIly prohibitive in tha developing country context. 
NeedIess to say, if youknowof aaneonewho has slreadythoughtthroughthese 
very problems, he is likely to be already way ahead of me and it would 
c6rtainly be efficient for yau siprply to point me to him. 



Hr,ThomasP. Willicrme -2- g/3/75 

I have wmnned oaaeoftherrrterialthat I hmmb6mcoll6cting 
from the mail, oarch of which was already of vary grsat intartmt, and 
I do have attachad a reque6t form far mm6 of the officd6 publiC6ti~6 
who6e title6 64(11066 to me also quite 8propo6 of my queet. 

Joshra Led&sag 
Profeumor of Genetica 


